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Alaska State Director Tours Arctic Mines 


State Director Penfold discusses the day’s events with fellow members of the Arctic mines tour. 


State Director Michael Penfold and 
George Schmidt of ASO’s Division of 
Mineral Resources traveled to Canada 
and Greenland recently to take part ina 
Greenland Arctic mine tour sponsored 
by Alaska Miners Association. 

The 42 participants toured four mines 
and an oil exploration and development 
port which serves offshore oil 
development. The first stop was the 
Pine Point Mine which is a major lead 
zinc producer. The group then went on 
to the Con Gold Mine surface facility 
which is located within the town of 
Yellowknife. The Con Gold is a major 
gold producer in the Canadian sub- 
arctic and has been in production for 
more than 45 years. From Yellowknife 
the group flew to the Black Angel Mine 
in Marmorilik, Greenland. The Black 


Angel, which produces lead, zinc and 
silver for European markets, is located 
3,000 feet above sea level on the face of 
a sheer cliff. The fourth mine visited 
was the Polaris Mine on Little 
Cornwallis Island in the Northwest 
Territories. Polaris is a new arctic 
development 75 miles from the 


_ magnetic North Pole and is accessible 


by sea for shipping only two months of 
the year. The complete mill, 
administration and power facility was 
constructed on a barge in southern 
Canada and towed to the mine site in 
1981. Polaris is the farthest north base 
metal mine in the world and ships lead 


and zinc to European markets. 


Before returning to Anchorage the 
group stopped at the Tuktoyaktuk oil 
exploration and development port and 


supply center serving the offshore oil 
development which is occurring on the 
Beaufort Sea. 

“The Alaskan Miners Association 
puts on the tour to help people outside 
the mining industry learn what mining in 
the north can be like,” said Schmidt. 
Penfold said, “The mining operations 
were very impressive. The people at 
each mine site were extremely 
cooperative. They stopped operations 
so we could take some samples, and at 
each site they had people there to fully 
explain everything going on.” Schmidt 
added, “It was really a great trip; 
however, they never promised us we’d 
be able to get any sleep. We flew 35 
hours in airplanes and helicopters in six 
days.” 
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Take Me Out to the Ballgame 


by Danielle Allen 


Balls were going through legs, over 
heads and through gloves. ADO’s co- 
ed softball team just couldn’t get it 
together when they played ASO on July 
5th. ; 

After the first inning ADO coach Joe 
Morris pulled the team aside and said, 
“For three weeks you guys bust your a-- 
in practice. Come on, you can do better 
than this. You played better in 
practice.” 

The little pep talk inspired the team 
(well, some of the team) to go on and 
make one run. But that run was not 
easily made, and the ASO team hotly 
contested it. The way they carried on, 
one would think ADO was ahead. They 
later revealed that they wanted to 
skunk ADO. Fat chance! 

When Mike Kasterin made it to 
homeplate, be became an _ instant 
celebrity. ADO went wild — some 
embraced, some drank more beer, and 
some even had tears in their eyes. 
Maybe such emotion was evoked 
becasue ADO would never cross 
homeplate again. 

Meanwhile ASO kept knocking balls 
all over the place. It wasn’t until the 
ninth inning that ADO pulled together. 
By then it was too late. The final score 
was ASO-29, ADO-1. 

Memorable plays made by ADO 
players include the following: 


- Centerfielder Max Graves made a 
spectacular catch but in his 
excitement threw the ball over the 
backstop. 


- Robin Rodriguez put the ASO 
coach (Cliff Liggons) out on second 
base. 


- | made one of the few catches — a 
lightening quick knee-high drive 
down shortstop way. 


- Each time he caught a flyball, Dave 
Mobraten ceremoniously carried 
the ball back to the pitcher. 


- Kirk Rowdabaugh, homeplate 
umpire, spent more time catching 
wayward balls than umpiring. 


- Mike Haskins lost several pounds 


after running and catching several 
ASO flyballs in left field. 


A rematch is set for August, and 
ADO intends to WIN! 


“Batter up!” (top photo, |. to r.) Kirk 
Rowdabaugh (umpire), Jerry Risch 
(catcher), and Sandra Dunn (batter). 


(bottom photo, back row, I. to r.) 
Mike Kasterin, Morris Engelke, Sandy 
Dunn, Mike Haskins, Max Graves, 
Wayne Boden, Dave Mobraten, Steve 
Leskosky 

(front row, left to right) 

Kathy Tietz, April Hubbard, Danielle 
Allen, Becky Garner, Robin Rodriguez, 
Joe Morris (coach), (not shown: Joette 
Storm) 
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ASO Bids Faithful Farewell 


ASO employees bade Bob Faithful 
goodbye at a farewell luncheon and 
roasted him at a punch and cake party. 
Faithful received several gifts including 
a print by artist Byron Birdsall entitled 
the “City of Anchorage.” He also 
received several gag gifts, among them 
a “Washington office square bowling 
ball” and a framed picture of a turkey. 
However, he managed to have the last 
word in his farewell speech, in which he 
roasted those he was about to leave 

. behind. 

Before joining BLM in 1978, Faithful 
served as an Air Force captain and 
judge advocate at Elmendorf Air Force 
Base from 1974-1977. He received his 
degree in political science from Miami 
University in Ohio and a juris doctorate 
degree from Northwestern University 
Law School in 1973. Faithful’s first job 
with BLM was as a paralegal specialist. 
Soon after his title was changed to 
realty specialist. He was accepted into 
the two year Departmental Manager 
Training Program in 1981, and he 
returned to Alaska as assistant deputy 
state director for Conveyance 
Management in 1982. 

Faithful is replacing Beau McClure as 
chief of the Alaska Program Staff in 
Washington, D.C. The Alaska Program 
Staff coordinates all Alaska land issues 
between government agencies and 
Congress. 


Faithful receives a “Washington office square bowling ball” at his goodbye party. 
(above) 


Faithful beams his approval as another conveyance becomes 
history.(bottom right) 


The mark of BLM’s “Zorro” was felt throughout the Conveyance 
Program.(bottom left) 
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Teamwork Gets the Job Done 


by Sharon Durgan 


FDO’s Yukon Resource Area is 
assisting the Anchorage District with 
Native allotment exams in the McGrath 
Resource Area. The 221 Native 
allotment parcels, all within the Yukon 
Delta Wildlife Refuge, are located near 
the villages of Nightmute, Toksook Bay, 
Tununak, and Newtok in the Nelson 
Island area of southwest Alaska. 

During the summer the Yukon Delta 
Wildlife Refuge is an important nesting 
area for millions of geese. The use of 
helicopters, needed to reach the widely 
scattered allotments, poses a real threat 
to the survival rate of young birds. 

In cooperation with the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, the field season for 
exams has been split so helicopters are 
not operating while the geese are 
nesting in the area. Field crews from the 
Yukon Resource Area completed about 
20 of the allotment parcels before April 
30th. This was considered a pretty 
good percentage by the crew, since 


weather conditions allowed flights only 
50 percent of the time. The crew also 
considered themselves lucky that the 
ice pack was late going out this spring, 
so men who usually would be out 
sealing at that time were still in the 
village to guide the crew members to 
their allotments. 

“We have to examine each allotment 
parcel, write up the field reports, and 
send them to adjudication before the 
end of September. The time frame is 
short; but with the cooperation we have 
been getting, I think we can make it,” 
said Larry Jackson, Yukon’s leader on 
this project. 

The cooperation Jackson referred to 
includes the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
(BIA) in Bethel, and personnel from 
Anchorage District, Alaska Fire Service 
and Fairbanks District. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
allowed the crews an extra two weeks in 
April before closing the area to 
helicopters. The BIA made warehouse 


Eichbush. 


space available to the crews for storage 
of gear and supplies. Dave Scott, a 
former BLMer now with BIA, spent 
some of his own time transporting 
crews around Bethel this spring. 

Anchorage District warehouse 
shipped field supplies to Bethel, set upa 
fueling site in the area, and supplied fuel 
for both BIA and BLM. 

In Fairbanks, Alaska Fire Service 
helped out by arranging for helicopter 
contracts and charter aircraft. FDO 
purchasing personnel made 
arrangements for housing in the 
villages, and each of the four resource 
areas sent staff members for the field 
crew. 

The second half of the field season 
started July 17, and it is hoped that all 
exams will be completed by the middle 
of August. Unpredictable weather 
could easily interrupt the schedule. 
Jackson says, “Without everyone's help 
I would not be as optimistic about 
completing the task on time. This is 
really a lesson in cooperation.” 


Bowder Wins Award 
Saves BLM $25,000 


Jack Bowder, Land Surveyor in ASO’s Division of 
Cadastral Survey, recently received a Special Act award 
from Deputy State Director for Cadastral, Francis 


Bowder received the award for suggesting a 
modification of the way survey field notes are prepared. 
His suggestion saved the BLM over $25,000 in the first 
year it was put into use. 

Bowder has been with ADO’s Division of Cadastral 
Survey since 198]. Prior to coming to Alaska he worked in 
Oregon BLM’s Coos Bay District in the State Office. 


7 
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First Patents 
issued in 
Fairoanks 


by Sharon Durgan 


Under newly received authorities, 
Fairbanks District recently issued the 
first land and mineral patents in its 38- 
year history. In a brief ceremony on the 
morning of July 20, Carl Johnson, 
Fairbanks District Manager, presented 
homestead, homesite, mineral, and 
recreation and public purpose patents 
involving more than 1,000 acres of 
formerly federal land. The ceremony, 
which was open to the public, was held 
in the training rooms of the BLM office 
of Ft. Wainwright. 

Patents for seven homesteads and 
three homesites were issued to several 
Fairbanks area residents. Five of the 
recipients attended the ceremony, 
eager to personally receive the signed 
and sealed patent for the land they had 
settled and developed over the years. 
Smiles and handshakes of congratula- 
tions were the order of the day, along 
with a few sighs of relief over finally 
having the legal document in hand. 
Those not attending received their 
patents by certified mail. 

Applications for these parcels of land 
were submitted prior to the temporary 
moratorium on such programs in 1974. 
Federal lands were closed on March 28, 
1974, in preparation for the D-2 lands 
settlement, which directed the federal 
government to determine different land 
ownership within the state. When 
President Carter signed the Alaska 
National Interest Lands Conservation 
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District Manager Carl Johnson signs the first patents issued by Fairbanks District 
Office, cheered on by (I to r) Lennie Eubanks, Chief, Branch of Lands; Patsy Lynch, 
Supervisor, and Donel Leach, Mining Law Specialist. 


Act (ANILCA) into effect on December 
2, 1980, federal lands were once again 
open to settlement; but the guidelines 
were changed. With Public Land Order 
6098, issued February 19, 1982, federal 
land in the Minchumina area opened to 
homesites, headquarters sites, and 
trade and manufacturing sites. Since 
that time the Slana area near Glennallen 
has opened, in addition to two more 
sections of the Minchumina area. 

The one Recreation and Public 
Purpose patent was received by Evolyn 
Melville, representative of the State of 
Alaska Department of Transportation 
and Public Facilities, for a school site. 
This type of patent is only for non-profit 
use and can by issued only for a specific, 
stated use. In this case the new school 
for the Railbelt School District was built 
on federal property in Anderson, 50 
miles south of Fairbanks; and the 
property has now been patented to the 
state. 

In a move to decentralize both 
conveyance of lands and mining law 
adjudication, the BLM Alaska state 
director authorized two new policies in 
February governing the conveyance 
procedures. 

The need for a centralized patent 
section in the Division of Conveyance 
Management at the Alaska State Office 
was reviewed, and the conclusion was 
reached that decentralization was 
appropriate. Functions of that unit 
were formally reassigned, delegating 
authority to sign conveyance 


documents for all lands case types - 
State, Native, and airport conveyances 
- to the Fairbanks District manager. 

New responsibilities for FDO will 
include issuance of patents and 
completion of Certificates of Allotment. 
The ultimate goal of the program is to 
have no backlog by the end of FY 84 and 
to have such documents issued no 
more than two weeks after the Final 
Certificate is signed. 

Regarding mining law adjudication in 
Alaska, the Washington Office 
approved a pilot project early this year 
to allow certain functions at the district 
level. In February the state director 
delegated the authority for processing 
mineral surveys, patents, and contests 
to the district managers in Fairbanks 
and Anchorage. The objectives of the 
decentralization are (1) to develop a 
broader base of experienced personnel 
in mining law adjudication, (2) to create 
“one-stop” shopping for the miner, and 
(3) to streamline the adjudicative 
functions. The first mineral patent 
issued by FDO under this new authority 
went to the Alaska Placer Company for 
a mining claim near Nome. 

The Washington Office will evaluate 
the achievement of those objectives 
after one year and determine if the 
decentralization is applicable elsewhere 
in BLM. In the meantime the Lands 
Office staff members are very pleasec 
about having the opportunity to be in on 
the final action of many of their 
adjudicative functions. 
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Spending a summer volunteering for 
BLM can be a great way to gain on-the- 
job experience. BLM’s_ volunteer 
program has grown significantly in the 
last few years. Last year 3,318 
volunteers served throughout the 
Bureau contributing a total of 258,522 
work-hours for an estimated value of 
work accomplished at $1.5 million. 

This summer Alaska BLM has 21 
volunteers working in a wide variety of 
jobs. Most of the volunteers are 
students trying to gain work experience 
in their areas of study. 

“Being a volunteer with BLM is giving 
me practical field experience and a 
chance to see Alaska,” says ADO 
volunteer Jonathon “Buck” King. King, 
who is a geology student at Humbolt 
State, has been working on projects 
dealing with the 1008 study in the Anvik- 
Bonasila Block near Norton Sound. So 
far this summer he has assisted ADO 
fisheries biologist Mike Scott in locating 
anadromous fish spawning habitats in 
the upper headwaters of stream 
drainages; collected hydrology data and 
looked for placer and lode mineral 
occurrences within the Anivk-Bonasila 
Block; prepared soil samples to send to 
a lab; digitized computer information; 
and performed a literature search. 

ADO volunteer William Spearman, 
who has a wildlife biology degree from 
lowa State, has been monitoring the 
activities of martens within the Bear 
Creek burn area. His work is part of a 
cooperative project between BLM and 
Alaska Fish and Game to determine if 
fire is detrimental to marten 
populations. As part of the study, radio 
transmitters were implanted in martens 
trapped within the Bear Creek burn 
area. Spearman monitors the martens’ 
activities in and near the burn. 

Another ADO volunteer, Richard 
Verniman, Jr., is working on a 
watershed inventory. He is delineating 
watersheds on maps of the Anvil- 
Bonasila Block and measuring the miles 
of streams and lengths of basins. 
Verniman, a soil and water sciences 
major, says his volunteer experience is 
helpful in learning about the different 
types of work in his field. He says, “It 
also helps me to narrow the career 
direction I want to go.” Last summer 
Verniman worked as a U.S. Forest 
Service volunteer with a fisheries 
research crew in Portage. 

BLM also has volunteers from the 
Vocational Rehabilitation Center, from 
the Municipality in a program called 
“Joint Partnership Training Act” 
(JPTA), and from the Alternative 
Service with the public court system. 
For more information or if you know 
someone who would like to volunteer, 
contact Doris Hill, ASO Branch of 
Personnel at 271-3168 or 271-5043. 


Volunteer Richard Verniman Jr. 
(above) delineates watersheds on 
maps of the Anvik-Bonasila Block. 


Volunteer Buck King (right) prepares 
soil samples to be sent to the lab. 
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BLM Volunteers and Student 
Trainees Gain Valuable 
Work Experience 


“We've found that programs of this kind are two-way streets; 
volunteers and students gain valuable experience, and BLM enjoys 
fresh insights to our work force.” Michael J. Penfold, Alaska State 
Director. 


Cooperative Education student Laurie Calderhead prepares PLO I6I3 packets 
for mailing. 


Laurie Calderhead is a student at 
Alaska Pacific University in Anchorage 
where she is working toward a degree in 
natural resource management. She 
also is one of 30 BLM student trainees 
enrolled in BLM’s cooperative 
education program. The co-op 
program provides Calderhead with on- 
the-job experience while she works 
toward her degree. Calderhead, as well 
as other co-op students that BLM hires, 
has agreed to work a set number of 
months per year for BLM prior to 
graduating from college. After they 
graduate, the Bureau can hire them 
noncompetitively if there is an opening 
available. 

The program is very beneficial to 
both the student who gains work 
experience and to BLM. By developing 
the co-op student with on-the-job 
training and formal education, BLM is 
able to get the ideal employee that it 
needs. Most of the co-op students work 
in cadastral survey. Calderhead, who is 
called a land law examiner student 
trainee, is being trained to be. an 
adjudicator. During the two work 
periods which she has worked for BLM 
she has been assigned mainly to special 
projects within the Branch of Land 
Operations in the Division of 
Conveyances. From May to December 
1983 she worked on the 1008 project, 
updated public land order books, and 
reviewed Native allotment patents. 
From January to May 1984 Calderhead 
attended school, then returned to work 
for BLM for the summer. This summer 
she has been working mainly on Public 
Land Order 1613. “The work is 
interesting and keeps me challenged!” 
says Calderhead. She will graduate this 
December and will be eligible to be hired 
by BLM on a noncompetitive basis if 
there is a position available. 

While the Bureau’s cooperative 
education program has been very 
successful in the cadastral survey 
program, it also is available for use as a 
recruitment tool by other managers. 
Acording to Doris Hill who is the Alaska 
coordinator for the cooperative 
education program, “Successful 
placements have been made in the 
natural resource, land law examining, 
and public information areas in Alaska. 
The program can be utilized in almost 
any Alaska State or District Office 
program and is not limited to 
participation in a _ baccalaureate 
program but also can include students 
enrolled in high school and associate 
and graduate programs. The program 
is intended to provide work 
assignments which enrich the student 
by providing work experience related to 
the student’s field of study.” For more 
information on the cooperative 
education program contact Doris Hill, 
ASO Branch of Personnel at 271-3168 
or 271-5043. 


PAGE EIGHT ALASKA PEOPLE/August 1984 


Sign Up for the Terry Fox Cancer Research Run 


The Fortymile 


Runners of all skills are encouraged 
to participate in the 10 kilometer Terry 
Fox fun run to be held at 2 p.m. on 
September 16, 1984. Proceeds will be 
donated to the American Cancer 
Society for cancer research. The 
organizing committee is seeking 
volunteers for judging, timing, course 
directing, pouring refreshments — NO 
EXPERIENCE NECESSARY — and as 
a volunteer you will get a free baseball 
cap. 

Everyone is encouraged to 
participate — even if you don’t run! As 
for runners and contributors...a grand 
prize trip for two to Mexico will be 
awarded to the person donating the 
most contributions, second prize is an 
Atari home computer, and bikes and 


Resource Area Merges with Yukon 


The Fairbanks District Office 
received authority July 13 to close the 
current headquarters of the Fortymile 
Resource Area near Tok and to 
establish a new field station to serve the 
public within the community of Tok. 
The change occurred as a result of a 
long-term study of the changing land 
ownership situation in the Fortymile 
Area. 

The land managed by BLM within the 
Fortymile Resource Area has shrunk 
from 50 million acres ten years ago to 
the present three million acres. This 
reduction is mainly due to Native 
corporation and state of Alaska land 
selections in the area. After all selected 
lands are transferred, BLM will be 
responsible mainly for the 240,000 acres 
within the river corridor of the 
Fortymile National Wild and Scenic 
River. 


Due to this reduction of BLM- 


managed land, the district office had ~ 


proposed earlier this year to close the 
current headquarters at the Tok Pump 
Station, eight miles north of Tok. The 
station was built by the army in the 
1950s for transporting fuel from the ice- 
free port of Haines to the Fairbanks 
area military bases. The buildings are 
poorly insulated causing operation 
costs to be as high as $300,000 per year 
for heating fuel, electricity, and building 
maintenance. The Tok Pump Station 
office will close by August 31, 1984, 
when the current permit for the location 
expires. The staff and the 
responsibililties for the geographic area 
will be absorbed into the Yukon 
Resource Area, which is headquartered 
within the district office on Ft. 
Wainwright. Under the reorganization 
the district staff stationed in Tok will 


The present Forty Mile Resource Area Dihce in Tok. 


sporting goods equipment will be 
awarded to the third, fourth and fifth 
highest contributors! The best part is 
you don’t have to be a runner to gather 
the most contributions. Anyone 
submitting the highest donation is 
eligible for the grand prize trip. 
Separate prizes will be awarded to the 
fastest male and female finishers, and 
random drawings will be donated by 
local sporting goods shops. Please help 
us find a cure for cancer either by 
volunteering your time, collecting 
contributions, or sponsoring runners. 
For more details contact Lois Simenson 
(in ASO Mineral Adjudication), 
volunteer coordinator for the run, at 
home at 248-7728. 


Resource Area 


include two full time professionals with 
expertise in realty and surface 
protection and a clerical public contact 
specialist. Staff assistance from 
Fairbanks will be provided to the Tok 


‘staff when necessary. 


There are 7,468 federal mining claims 
in the Fortymile Resource Area. As 
lands are conveyed to the state, the 
mining claims are excluded from the 
conveyance area. Most of the lands 
being conveyed to the Native 
corporations are deficiency selections, 
which means mining claims will also be 
excluded from the Native conveyances. 

The Tok BLM office currently 
provides land information to miners and 
other people in the area and will 
continue to provide public information 
and maintain all the BLM land records 
for the Tok area. 
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by Joette Storm 


She may never have worn a pair of 
track shoes; but you can bet that when 
Carmela Clary was in Los Angeles to 
watch her son Don participate in the 
Olympic Games, she was with him 
every step of the way as he ran the 5000 
meter event. 

A procurement clerk purchasing 
agent for the Anchorage District Office, 
Carmela is known for her 
perseverance. It’s a trait she has passed 
on to Don who has been running 
competitively since he was in junior high 
school. 

At 27 Don is one of the United States 
athletes who sat out the 1980 games 
during the U.S. boycott but kept 
training for another four years for a 
chance just to compete. As one of two 
Alaskans participating in the summer 
games, Don’s accomplishment is 
especially admirable when one realizes 
that he trained for track events by 
running to school in the snow because 
Anchorage had no field house for winter 


practice. 


ASO’s Cal Fifield is the 


Proud Father of a Gold Medalist 


Cal Fifield’s son Rick, (right) who is a member of the 
Midnight Sun Roller Skating Club from Dimond Skateland 
in Anchorage, recently earned a gold medal at the National 
Roller Skating Championships in Lincoln, Neb. Rick, who 
is 13 years old, took first place in the Freshman Boys’ 
Division of speed skating, placing Alaska as number one in 
_ the nation for his division for 1984. 

In order to compete at a national level, Rick first had to 
compete in the Northwest Regional Roller Skating 
Championships which were held in Portland, Ore., in June. 
Rick placed second in the regional competition earning the 
silver medal and thus qualifying to compete at a national 
level representing Alaska. 

Last year Rick took the gold medal at the regional 
championships and the silver medal at national 
championships in the Elementary Boys’ Division of speed 
skating. This year Rick moved up in age to the Freshman 
Boys’ Division. 

Cal and his wife accompanied their son to the 
championships in Nebraska. "I go to most of his games 
whether they are in Anchorage or away,” says Cal. 

As in the Olympics, in order to win the gold medal Rick 
had to skate a qualifying race, a semi-final race, and in the 
final race. He also had to skate in three races: a 300 meter, a 
500 meter, and a 1,000 meter race. The person who skates 
the best in the combination of all three races wins the gold. 

Rick has built up quite a record over the last two years. In 
1982 he received a gold medal in the Arco Jessie Owens 
Games for the 200 meter track and field event for which he 

holds the record. In 1983 he received a gold medal for 
speed skating at the Northwest Regional Championships 
and a silver at the United States National Championships. 
So far this year he has earned a gold medal at the Pacific 
Coast Invitational and at the U.S. National Championships 
and a silver medal at the Northwest Regional 
Championships. He is also city and state freestyle 
wrestling champion for the junior high division in the 160 
pound category. 


Carmela says his racing has taken 
Don to Europe and all across the U.S., 
but after the Olympics he’ll come home 
to Alaska and settle down. 

Carmela’s once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to see the games was 
helped along by the generous donation 
of a round trip airplane ticket from 
Western Airlines. She also received a 
ticket to the opening ceremonies from 
ARCO, a sponsor of the games. 

“It was difficult to plan for the trip or 
make advance arrangements because 
the team wasn’t selected until June. | 
had no way of knowing if Don would win 
a place on the U.S. squad because the 
competition was so stiff,” she says. 

Don made it to the semi-finals but was 
phased out of the 5000 meter run. He 
had advanced to the semi-finals by 
posting the fourth fastest time among 
the 56 runners in the August 8 four 
opening heats. Despite not making it to 
the finals Clary said the experience was 
too valuable to leave him discouraged. 
He plans to spend the next few weeks in 
Eugene, Ore., and then compete in 
Europe. 


Rick Fifield 
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Pete Bower Becomes Full-time Musher 


by Sharon Durgan 


The June issue of Alaska People 
featured an article on Pete Bowers and 
his dogsled team in the Coldfoot 
Classic. Pete has since resigned from 
the Arctic Resource Area in Fairbanks 
to pursue greater races. After he and 
his wife tour Europe, he will begin 
serious training of his young dog team. 

Bowers currently maintains 27 dogs, 
many of which are pups from well- 
known Alaskan mushers such as 
George Attla, Carl Huntington, and 
Steve Lazonsky. He will be training the 
dogs with a cart on wheels until the 
snow flies. On snow-packed trails he 
will build them up to a daily 40-mile run. 
Well into the training season Pete will 
decide whether the team will fare better 
in the Iditarod or the Yukon Quest for 
1985. Bowers is excited about the 
prospect of running either of these great 
races and is actively looking for 
sponsors to help with the care and 
feeding of his hungry team. 


Do You Know 


Mashing full time job! 


Any Creative High Schoolers? 


September 10-14, 1984, is Hispanic 
Heritage Week. This year’s national 
theme is: “Hispanics: A Part of 
America’s Excellence.” Among the 
activities taking place, there will be an 
essay contest for high school students 
in grades 9-12. High schoolers are 
encouraged to enter. 


CRITERIA FOR ESSAYS 


1. Entrants should choose one of the 
following topics: 
A. Equal Opportunity: Part of 
America’s Excellence 
B. The Effect of Equal Opportun- 
ity On You and Those Around 


You 
C. What Would America Be Like 
Without Civil Rights? 


2. Length of essays should be 1 to 3 
pages. 


3. All entries should be typed or 
neatly handwritten. 


4. 


Essays will be judged on content 
and creativity. 


Entries will be separated by grade 
level (9-10-11-12). 


Each grade will have one winner, | 


and a Grand Prize Winner will be 
selected from the combined 
winners of all grades. 


All entries must have name, 
grade, address, and phone 
number and must be received by 
September 3, 1984. Winners will 
be notified by phone or mail prior 
to Septembr 10, 1984. All entries 
become property of the 
FEA/H/ANAIEP Subcommittee. 


Prizes will be awarded. 


Submit all entries to: 
Kay Gross (HEPM) 
P.O. Box 101500 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510 


RETIREES 


Ruby Patton 
600 W. 76th Ave., Unit #202, Anchorage, AK 
99502 ; 
“We have restored most of my 
Nebraska antiques, which are in use in 
Tucson. Now my “partner” and I are 
busy decorating our new condomin- 
ium. I’ve also completed a quilt top from 
blocks given to me by “Peanuts” Main. 
Ramona Chinn, an expert needleper- 
son and ex-BLMer, is quilting the top. 
Retirement is beautiful!” 


Harold D. Corbin 
Rt.1, Box 265 E., Goldendale, WA 98620 
“I've been working as a private land 
surveyor in Washington and Alaska. | 
have subdivided one 160 acre 
homestead on the old Chitina 
McCarthy Railroad Grade road 
between Chitina and McCarthy, and I 
will probably be working some in that 
area this summer. During the cold 
winter months when the ground is 
covered with snow, I spend most of my 
time sitting by my wood stove, catching 
up on my survey drafting, and asking 
my clients to call back when it warms 
Ds 7 


WELCOME ABOARD 
(July) 


Richard Denholm, Cartographic 
Technician, ASO Division of Operations 

Vicki Johnson, Clerk Typist, ASO 
Division of Operations 

Georgiann McKeever, Cartographic 
Aide, ASO Division of Operations 

Diane Brozovski, Staffing Clerk, ASO 
Division of Administration 

Doris Campbell, Clerk Typist, ASO _ 
Division of Operations 

Geraldine Welbourne, Clerk Typist, ASO 
Division of Conveyanes : 

Constance Van Horn, Land Law 
Examiner, ADO Division of Operations 

Susan Giovinazzo, Legal Clark FDO 

_ Division of Operations 

Gwyn Casey, Clerk Typist, ASO Division 
of Mineral Resources 

John Fairlie, Cartographic Aide, ASO 
Division of Cadastral Survey 

Margaret Pannett, Microform Equipment 
Operator, ASO Division of Operations 

Mable Lee, Clerk Typist, FDO Division 
of Administration 


MOVING ON 
(July) 


Launa Bovard, Legal Technician, FDO 
Division of Operations 

Shelley Thompson, Supervisory 
Miscellaneous Documents Examiner, 
ASO Division of Conveyances 

Stan Bloom, Cartographic Technician, 
FDO Division of Operations 

Helen Elleven, Land Law Examiner, 
ASO Division of Conveyances 

Karen Pope, Contact Representative, 
FDO Division of Operations 

Dwight Tuttle, Historian, ASO 
Division of Conveyances 

Jerri Sansone, Miscellaneous Documents 
Examiner, ASO Division of Operations 

Glenda Collins, Secretary, AFS 

Ruby Murphy, Supervisory Land Law 
Examiner, ASO Division of Conveyances 

Stephen Hartman, Natural Resource 
Specialist, ASO Division of Operations 

Barbara Doleman, Land Law Examiner, 
ADO Division of Operations 

Nickolas Nugent, Cartographic 
Technician, FDO Division of Operations 

Donna Asuncion, Accounting Technician, 
FDO Division of Operations 

Peter Bowers, Natural Resource 
Specialist, FDO Arctic Resource Area 

Mark Kildow, Cartographic Technician, 
ASO Division of Operations 

Gerald Rhodes, Forestry Technician, AFS 
Division of Attack Systems 

Cindy Dunton, Supervisory Personnel 
Assistant, FDO Division of 
Administration 

Dolores Drayton, Secretary, ASO 
Division of Operations 

Josephine England, Secretary, FDO 
Yukon Resource Area (retired) 

Marion England, Natural Resource 
Specialist, FDO Yukon Resource Area 
(retired) 
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PERSONAL NOTES 


ADO’s Don Lofton, Joe Vallieres, 
Parris DeWayne Wilson (CETA), 
and Bob Lawson took time from 
blazing an easement trail in the Kenney 
Lakes area to pull victims from a nearby 
accident. Three people died as a result 
of the accident. 


ADO personnel clerk Alta 
Lagomarsino finally decided to tie 
the knot with Robert Grulke. 


It was recently revealed that Mike 
Kasterin, ADO realty specialist, 
married his long-time sweetheart, Pat, 
in April. 


ADO geophysicist Doug Lala is a 
proud papa since June 5 when his wife 
gave birth to Chelsea, a baby airl, 
weighing 7 pounds, 4 ounces. 


Jules Tileston (ASO Division of 
Resources, chief) and his wife Peg 
arrived in Whittier June 6 after spending 
the previous three weeks sailing their 
27-foot sailboat from Bellingham, 
Wash., (1,400 miles) to Whittier, 
Alaska. Jules said, “If I was doing it 
again, I would take four months rather 
than three weeks. There was no time to 
stop and enjoy sights along the way.” 
The weather was rainy from 
Washington north to Yakatat and 
sunny the rest of the way. 


Marion England, trespass specialist, 
and his wife Josephine, resource area 
secretary, retired from the Yukon 
Resource Area on July 3. Marion had 
accumulated federal service totalling 33 
years, and Jo had been on the job 20 
years. Adinner honoring them was held 
at the Sunset Inn, where they were 
given bookends of Kobuk jade as a 
remembrance of their seven years with 
the Fairbanks District Office. They plan 
to spend their retirement on their new 
boat, preferably in the San Juan Islands 
in Washington state. 


ACCOLADES 


Sharon Durgan, FDO writer/editor 
for Public Affairs, was elected to be 
Division Lieutenant Governor of 
International Toastmasters of northern 
Alaska. She is a member and past 
president of the Ft. Wainwright 
Toastmasters Club at BLM. 


Floyd “Junior” Vorhies, mainten- 
ance mechanic leader with the Branch 
of Engineering, Division of Operations, 
retired June 1 after almost 13 years of 
service with the Fairbanks District. 
Vorhies, who worked a total of 30 years 
in federal service, was honored at a 
dinner at Two Rivers Lodge on May 31. 
The previous week he was honored by 
Alaska Fire Service with a surprise 
dinner and cake at the grand opening of 
the AFS Dining Hall at Circle Hot 
Springs Zone. His plans for the future 
are to remain in Fairbanks and “not do 
much of anything.” 


ADO DM Wayne Boden and his son 
played Smokey the Bear and put out a 
grass fire at Mile 170 of the Glenn 
Highway while returning from a fishing 
trip in early July. The fire had initially 
been reported as being much larger. 
Just as Boden and his son finished 
“mopping up,” the local fire trucks 
arrived at the scene. 


The Ovarian Rhythm Section, that 
fine ladies jug band, has disbanded after 
three years of making good-time, old- 
timey music in and around Anchorage 
and the Railbelt area. Central figures in 
the group were Stephanie Schmidt of 
Personnel (952) and Marianne See 
formerly of the Division of Resources. 


Former ASO Public Affairs typesetter 
Xenia Hough will marry John 
Schillereff on October 5. 


The following ASO employees from the 
Withdrawal/Survey Unit in the Branch of 
Land Records and Information received a 
SPECIAL ACT AWARD: 


Dominic Bernado, Cartographic 
Technician 

Dianne Brown, Cartographic Editor 

Jerry Cartwright, Cartographic 
Technician 

Ronald David, Cartographic 
Technician 

Diane Foster, Cartographic Aide 

Derryl Holub, Cartographic 
Technician 

Charles Valentine, Cartographic 
Technician 
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Curious 
About the Future? 


by Stephanie Schmidt 


If you want to know how much that 
"gold watch” may be worth at the end of 
your federal career, here's a quick and 
easy ormula to put you in the ballpark. 

Amount of retirement (annuity) 
depends on: 


"High 3" average pay -- 
Take the sum of your last three years 
taxable earnings as shown on your 
W-2 and divide by three. 


Length of creditable service -- 
Take the service computation date 
as shown in Item 6 on your most 
action and 
imagined 


current personnel 
subtract from your 
retirement date. 


GENERAL FORMULA 


1%2% x High 3x 5 years 
1%% x High 3 x 5 years 
2% x High 3 x # of yrs. 

& mos. ve 
over 10 years 
Basic Maximum 

Annuity 


This assumes you have met age and 
service requirements and have no 
reductions for refunded service, non- 
deduction (temporary) service, or for 
providing a survivor benefit. 

For optional retirement, the 
requirements in age/years of service are 
55/30, 60/20 or 62/5. 

Those employees who are within two 
years of retirement eligibility may call 
the Branch of Personnel (952) for a 
detailed printout or projected annuity 
estimates. For more information call 
Stephanie Schmidt at 271-5043. 


BLM Donates Art 
Print to Alaska Resources Library 


"We're delighted!” said Librarian Martha Shepherd and Kathy Vitale of the 
Alaska Resources Library when ASO public affairs office recently gave the 
library a signed and numbered print of a painting by California artist V.V. 
Ushanoff of Laguna Beach. 


The painting, titled "The Formal Transfer ceremony of Alaska Territory on 
October |8, 1867, at Sitka, Alaska,” is a carefully researched reconstruction of 
the simple flag-raising that marked the historic moment. 


For Alaskans, one of the most interesting parts of this painting is the 
foreground. Ushanoff has placed a group portrait of well-known Alaskan 
citizens, both contemporary and historic, in the front of the scene as a crowd 
watching the ceremony. 


The likenesses are very good, and it is possible to spot in the crowd Senator 
Ted Stevens and Governor Bill Sheffield, Walter Hickel and Jay Hammond, 
Dale De Armond, Bella Hammond, Edith Bullock, and many others including 
William H. Seward and Bennie Benson, the |2-year-old Native boy who in 1927 
won the statewide contest to design a flag for the Territory of Alaska. 


"This is fascinating,” Ms Shepherd had mused as she examined the 
painting. “It’s fun, almost like a game, to see how many Alaskans you can 
identify in the picture.” The librarians decided to put the print under glass 
immediately,”out here where people can really look at it.” 


Ushanoff donated the print to the Washington Office some time ago, and 
they decided that the proper place for it was here in Anchorage, where it 
could be seen by more Alaskans. 


The painting was featured in the May 1983 issue of ALASKA MAGAZINE 
(which printed a key to the portraits) and in the December 1982 issue of 
ALASKA HISTORY NEWS. 


Drop by the library some day. You may be surprised to find somebody you 
know in that crowd on that historic day when the American flag was raised 
over the new American land, Alaska. 


Bureau of Land Management 


Alaska State Office 
701 C Street, Box 13 
Anchorage, Alaska 99513 
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